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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2011-268
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: April 26, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: F; PHS
Date of Analysis: April 29, 2011
Type of Action: Appropriation
Bill Summary: This ordinance appropriates $122,925 (a $98,340 grant from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program, and $24,585 in matching funds from the Reserve for Federal Programs) to provide funding for the purchase of secure passkey protection equipment for use by firefighters during emergency responses, as initiated by B.T. 11-072; the ordinance approves and authorizes the Mayor and Corporation Secretary to execute and deliver, the Grant Agreement Articles.
Background: Presently, proprietors of commercial facilities and apartment complexes are required to keep a master key to their building secured in a knox box so as to provide arriving fire department personnel access to the facilities in an emergency.  (Knox is the vendor name).  Currently, only the district chiefs have master keys to know boxes in their respective vehicles.  Fire personnel arriving at an emergency has to await the arrival of a chief to gain access to a facility.  This ordinance provides funding to provide all fire fighters with electronic  access to the Knox box, and thus a facility, by putting access information in a computer that all firefighters can access with proper codes.
Policy Impact: Jacksonville Fire & Rescue Department/Emergency Preparedness
Fiscal Impact: The ordinance appropriates $122,925 in a federal grant with a local match.
Analyst: Jackson
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